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Adapted from the story by Franz Kafka 

Created by the company: 
  Performed by Jonathan Levin 
  Written by Josh Luxenberg 
  Directed by Joshua William Gelb 

"Are you still starving? When are you 
going to stop...?" 
A man sits alone in a cage, starving himself for your 
entertainment. Once cheered by thousands, the Hunger 
Artist is now forgotten by everyone except his one-time 
manager. What begins as a simple nostalgic story 
transforms into a startlingly inventive, darkly comic trip 
into the nature of memory, art, performance, and 
spectatorship, as told by the only person who remembers 
an artist whose act was simply... to hunger. 

This unique, visually-striking adaptation of the Franz 
Kafka short story uses physical theater, Victorian 
miniatures, puppetry, and a set of simple props to support 
a powerhouse solo performance. 

ARTISTIC TEAM 
Based on the story by Franz Kafka, A Hunger Artist was created collaboratively by performer Jonathan 
Levin, writer Josh Luxenberg, and director Joshua William Gelb. Scenic and costume design by Peiyi 
Wong, lighting design by Kate McGee, sound design by M. Florian Staab, puppet design by Charlie 
Kanev and Sarah Nolan, props design by Jonathan Levin with additional props and puppet work by 
Ariel Lauryn. Produced for Sinking Ship Productions by Audrey Frischman. 

TECHNICAL DETAILS 

Running Time  
75 minutes 

Touring Company  
1 performer and 3 tech staff 
traveling from NYC 

Venue requirements  
Proscenium or black box theater. 
Minimum playing space: 27’ 
wide wall-to-wall (proscenium 
opening may be minimum 20’), 
20’ deep, minimum grid height 
15’. Wing space preferred. We 
will use in-house lighting and 
sound inventories as much as 
possible. 

Recommended audience size  
The production benefits from 
an intimate audience. Ideal size 
is under 200 seats, although 
there is flexibility depending on 
distance of furthest seat from 
stage. 

Detailed technical rider 
available upon request. 



“Directed by Joshua William Gelb from an elegant script by Josh Luxenberg, 

this visually arresting ‘Hunger Artist’ leads with enchantment… 
[Jonathan Levin] holds the audience in the palm of his hand.” 

—Laura Collins-Hughes,                             .

“Hilarious and macabre… an unflagging sense of theatrical 
invention... [It] begins as a riotous vaudeville and darkens by degrees… 

Later on, you may want to discuss what it is all about; watching it, you'll be 
too spellbound to ask questions.” 

—David Barbour, Lighting & Sound America 

Critics Pick! 
wwww  

“Surprisingly lovable... full of jokes and sudden sympathy… 

The artist starves, but we leave sated.” 

—Helen Shaw, Time Out New York

“Boisterously funny and chokingly sad... through pure 
showmanship it defies expectation at almost every turn.” 

—Jon Sobel, Blogcritics



ABOUT THE COMPANY 
Sinking Ship Productions creates work that is the 
theatrical version of circumnavigating the globe in a 
questionably seaworthy vessel: grand and ridiculous, 
unadvisedly ambitious, and possibly delusional as we sail 
full tilt to the horizon. 

Sinking Ship, a Brooklyn-based theater company, is the 
creative collaboration between Jonathan Levin and Josh 
Luxenberg. We work with a core group of Associate 
Artists, combining physical theater, puppetry, music and 
movement in delightful, strange and unexpected ways. 
Our productions have grappled with concepts such as the 
creation and destruction of the universe as imagined by 
science fiction writers, how a man's search for connection 
could ultimately lead to complete isolation, and the limits 
of human understanding through the search for extra 
dimensions of space in theoretical physics. We like big 
ideas. 

COMPANY HISTORY 
Sinking Ship’s original works include There Will Come 
Soft Rains (FringeNYC, extended at Barrow Street 
Theater), Flatland (work-in-progress, EST/Sloan 
Foundation Commission), Powerhouse (work-in-progress 
at FringeNYC; premiere at New Ohio Theatre, O’Neill 
Playwrights Conference Finalist, 2012; New York Times 
Critics Pick), Ocean (work-in-progress, Mabou Mines 
Resident Artist Program), A Hunger Artist (work-in-
progress showings at The Freight Residency in 
Cambridge, NY, and in NYC at Cloud City, Jalopy, the 
New Ohio Theater Producers Club, and the UnitedSolo 
Festival, premiere at the Connelly Theater in NYC.) 

In addition to producing original work, Sinking Ship also 
runs the popular quarterly puppet and music series 
Puppet Playlist, which has played to sold-out crowds 
since 2009, becoming one of New York's premiere venues 
for original short-form puppetry. 

A Hunger Artist was developed with support from the New 
York State Council on the Arts, the Jim Henson 
Foundation, ART/NY, the Charles and Lynn Schusterman 
Foundation, and the LIT Fund. 

PRODUCTION 
HISTORY 

2015 
Jon, Josh and Josh begin 
development at the Freight 
Residency in Cambridge, NY, 
followed by a staging of the first 
20 minutes at Hubbard Hall in 
Cambridge and Cloud City in  
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. One 
month later, a “rough draft” of 
the full piece is presented at the 
Jalopy Theatre in Red Hook, 
Brooklyn. 

2016 
Development continues, with 
workshop presentations in New 
York at the New Ohio Theater  
and the UnitedSolo Festival, 
where the show is awarded a 
prize for “Best Satire” (and we 
learn for the first time that the 
piece is, apparently, a satire). 

2017 
A Hunger Artist premieres in a 
month-long run at the Connelly 
Theater in New York, produced 
by The Tank as part of its Flint & 
Tinder series. 

Onwards! 
After the premiere run in NYC, 
the show travels to Scotland, 
where it will play for the month 
of August as part of the 
Edinburgh Festival Fringe. In 
December, it will play at the 
Baltimore Theatre Project, and 
then will continue to tour in 
2018-19.



“Spellbinding… 
It’s almost as if Kafka himself willed it into being.” 

—David Finkle, The Huffington Post

“Beautifully imagined... full of heart… unfolding with ingenuity… 

It left me mentally and emotionally sated.” 

—Elizabeth McGuire, Culturebot

“A solo tour de force! 
[Levin is] like a cross between the characters of Will Eno and Charlie 

Chaplin… There isn’t a dull moment.” 
—Ran Xia, Theater is Easy



ABOUT THE ARTISTS 

Jon Levin (C0-Creator/Performer) is an international director, performer and puppeteer. With 
Sinking Ship, Jon directed Powerhouse at the New Ohio Theatre (NYTimes Critics Pick) in 2014, 
Ocean in 2016 (in development) at the Mabou Mines Resident Artist program, Flatland (2011), an 
EST/Sloant Foundation commission, and There Will Come Soft Rains (2008) at FringeNYC 
(Excellence Award for Outstanding Direction). As a performer, Jon works extensively with The 
Krumple Theater Company, of which he is a founding member. He most recently co-created and 
performed in Go to Sleep, Goddamnit! and Do Not Feed the Trolls throughout Norway and in NYC. 
Jon has also performed as a puppeteer in Banksy’s “Better Out than In”, NYC, Wakka Wakka’s SAGA 
(Norway, Iceland, Croatia, Slovenia, Switzerland). Jon is a graduate of L'école Internationale de 
Théâtre Jacques Lecoq and holds a BA from Oberlin College in theater and neuroscience. 

Josh Luxenberg (Co-Creator/Playwright) a playwright, director, and photographer. He is also the 
General Manager of the Connelly Theater in Manhattan and co-curator of The Tank’s flagship theater 
series Flint & Tinder. Credits with Sinking Ship include Powerhouse (New Ohio, O’Neil Playwrights 
Conference Finalist), Ocean (Mabou Mines Residency), Flatland (EST/Sloan Commission), There Will 
Come Soft Rains (FringeNYC). His programming at the Connelly includes Futurity (Soho Rep./Ars 
Nova), Lypsinka!, The Offending Gesture (The Tank), and Daniel Kitson’s A Show for Christmas. Flint 
& Tinder: YOUARENOWHERE, Ada|Ava, Paper Hat Game (all New York Times Critics Picks). Josh 
has also worked as an assistant director at Baltimore CENTERSTAGE, Paper Mill Playhouse, NYMF, 
Virginia Stage, a writers assistant (to Anne Washburn and Michael Friedman) at Playwrights 
Horizons. He worked in the writer’s office of HBO’s The Wire, and is an alum of the Baltimore School 
for the Arts and Oberlin College. 

Joshua William Gelb (Co-Creator/Director) is a director, performer, and librettist whose work runs 
the gamut from devised physical theater, to stylized adaptations of classics, to original musicals as 
well as collaborations with emerging playwrights. With an eye for the highly theatrical verging on the 
cinematic, Gelb’s direction has been known to feature striking integrations of music, movement, 
clowning, and dance. Recent projects include a re-imagining of America’s supposed first musical The 
Black Crook at Abrons Arts Center. Also Bear Slayer (Ars Nova), Party in the USA (Incubator Arts 
Project/Edinburgh Fringe: Underbelly), Clara Not Clara: A Nutcracker (Minnesota Dance Theater/
Knockdown Center), Love My Band (Dixon Place), Dukus (Target Margin Lab), Sometimes in 
Prague (Ice Factory/Joe's Pub/Polyphone Festival), and Blind Alley Guy (Incubator Arts Project). He is 
a frequent contributor to Little Theater at Dixon Place, and has directed several successfully 
returning #Serials at The Flea. With Room5001 Theater, Gelb conceived and directed the notoriously 
revisionist all-male Man of La Mancha. Gelb received his BFA at NYU Tisch’s Playwrights Horizons 
Theater School and his MFA in directing at Carnegie Mellon's School of Drama where he graduated 
as a John Wells Fellow. He has assisted Marianne Weems (The Builders Association) and Rebecca 
Taichman (Soho Rep), is a member of the 2012 Lincoln Center Directors Lab, and an associate artist 
with Sinking Ship Productions.  



“Levin is a remarkably dexterous performer, 
armed with a deadpan approach that can land a laugh one minute while, a 

second later, sending a chill through the room… 

he is a major talent.” 

—David Barbour, Lighting & Sound America

wwwww  

“Brilliant, bizarre and inventive… 

truly a satisfying piece of theater.” 

—Isa Goldberg, Theater Life



MEDIA 
Trailer: sinkingshipproductions.com/a-hunger-artist/ 
Excerpt: https://vimeo.com/222011845/5bb905d266 
Full Show: https://vimeo.com/sinkingship/a-hunger-artist-full-show 
     Password: franz 
Photos: http://bit.ly/HungerArtistPhotos 

BOOKING INQUIRIES 
Amanda Cooper  
ALC Management 
amandalcooper@gmail.com 
(917) 748-7287  

MORE INFORMATION AT SINKINGSHIPPRODUCTIONS.COM 

Photos by Kelly Stuart, except: cover and photo of There Will Come Soft Rains, by Josh Luxenberg; back cover photo by 
Marielle Solan. Trailer by Jesse Garrison. Video except by Michael Kohlbrenner.  

http://sinkingshipproductions.com/a-hunger-artist/
https://vimeo.com/222011845/5bb905d266
https://vimeo.com/sinkingship/a-hunger-artist-full-show
http://bit.ly/HungerArtistPhotos
mailto:amandalcooper@gmail.com
http://sinkingshipproductions.com


PAST PRAISE 

POWERHOUSE 
“Powerhouse, which somehow manages to pack very funny puppetry, exuberant dance 

numbers, fascinating historical tangents, a mountain of narrative and a vivid sense of period 
mood into one steam train of a drama, is the rare Fringe show that lives up to its title... 

[Audiences are] constantly looking for the next new thing... and with this 
talented company, we may have found it.”  

—Jason Zinoman, The New York Times 

“wwww To learn something new at the theater—at the Fringe, no less—is worth 
celebrating. Take this 75-minute biodrama by the splendid company Sinking Ship… Aiming 

to honor the mad, creative urge to perfectly transmute ideas into art, this 
work succeeds beautifully.” 
—David Cote, Time Out New York 

THERE WILL COME SOFT RAINS

wwwww 
“Takes your breath away. Performed with ingenious simplicity, this poetic enactment of 

Bradbury's existentially spine-tingling tale is stunning."  
—Kate Lowenstein, Senior Staff Writer, Time Out New York  

"Stake your claim to a ticket for this stunning adaptation of three great science fiction short 
stories.... I can easily proclaim this to be the best show I've seen in my Fringe-

going experiences over the past two or three years."  
—Liz Gorinsky, Tor.com, Science Fiction Publisher
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